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Is an immediate 

direction required? 

 

Review evidence at least every 7 days. Does the 

direction need revoking or replacing? MUST have 

regard to the evidence and to advice from Director 

of Public Health if doing either.              

Notification   

 Notify Secretary of State within 24 hours;  

 Notify neighbouring authorities (police and 

local authorities if on the border); 

 Notify the district and borough councils; 

 If a direction imposes a prohibition, 

restriction or requirement on a person 

specified by name, they must be given 

notice; 

 Publish on SCC website for any other 

direction; and SCC may consider additional 

publication 

 

No  

Issue Direction 

Authority to be sought to issue a 

direction from Chief Executive 

(if not a key decision) or from 

Cabinet (if this is a key decision)      

Initial Concern  

Is there a need for a direction imposing 

prohibitions, requirements or restrictions in 

relation to the entry into, departure from, or 

location of persons in, specified premises? 

Three conditions 

Consider whether the three 

conditions have been met 

 

Evidence Gathering 

Gather evidence to demonstrate that the 

three conditions have been met. The 

evidence can come from Local Resilience 

Forum, NHS Test and Trace (including the 

Joint Biosecurity Centre, Public Health 

England and from other sources. 

 

MUST consult with and have regard to 

any advice given to it by its Director of 

public health (or its interim or acting 

director of public health. 

SHOULD consider consulting with the 

police and local authorities (including 

neighbouring police and local authorities 

where issues may cross borders) 

 

MUST have regard to: 

 s.6 Human Rights Act 1998 

 Public Sector Equality Duty 

(PSED) 

 Equalities impact assessment 

Decision  

Does the evidence support a 

need for a direction? 

(cannot issue direction on premises 

which form part of essential 

infrastructure)  

 

No  

SCC keep a thorough 

record of all intelligence 

gathered  

Yes  

Non-statutory warning notice 

Issue a warning notice to the 

premises and serve it personally. 

The warning notice will state that if 

nothing is done then authority for a 

direction will be sought within 7 

days.   

 

Has there been an 

improvement? I.e. are the 

three conditions no longer 

met? 

Yes  
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  People who are directly impacted by 

the direction may appeal to the 

Magistrates Court  

If the direction was made by a 

requirement of the Secretary of 

State, then a summons is to be 

issued by the Magistrates Court to 

both the Secretary of State and 

Local Authority. 

Appeal 

 

An appellant needs to satisfy the court on the 

balance of probabilities that the decision 

made by the local authority did not satisfy the 

three conditions and bring forward any 

supplementary evidence to support the 

appeal.  

 The Secretary of State will provide written 

reasons for his decisions to the person who 

made the representations and the local 

authority which gave the direction. 

Representations to Secretary 

of State 

People directly impaired may also make 

written representations to Secretary of 

State 

 

If it is decided that the conditions were not (or 

are no longer) met, the local authority may be 

directed to revoke or replace the direction. 

They will need to set out 

 how they have been impacted 

 how the three conditions were not 

met 

 any supporting evidence 

 what action they would like to be 

taken as a result 

Enforcement 

Action may be taken that is 

necessary and proportionate to 

enforce a direction. 

 

LADO  

Can give a prohibition notice if 

person is contravening a 

direction. 

Constable  

More extensive enforcement 

powers including directing an 

event to stop, people to leave 

an event or to remove person 

from event.  

 

 


